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x 1s 5 "RED, That 
FR 41 the Thanks of this Court 
= -. :; be given to tlie Reverend W 
. BRIDGEs, for h 
=} - preachd before * Court 
3Vða, | at the Cathedral Church of 
St. Paul, on Sunday the 25th 
| ne laſt; and that he 
be deſired to print the ſame.” 
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T 9 che Right Honourable 


Sir JOHN EYLES, Bar- 


N Lord Mayor of che Ciry of London. 


H AT this plain Diſ- 
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fluence, was heard with Pa- 


tience, and received with Ap-_ 
probation, is owing to that 


hearty Affection to the pre- 
ſent happy Eſtabliſhment in 
Church and State, which in- 
duced them to have favoura- 
ble Thoughts of thoſe who 


ſincerely and zealouſly ap- 
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Wy] courſe, preached be- 
fore an Audience 
cCompoſed of Perſons 
of ſuch eminent Rank and In- 
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THAT his Auguſt Ma- 
jeſty, who purſues che good 
Steps of his IIluſtrious Pre- 
deceſſor, may go on as he 
has begun, growing in the 
good Opinion and Love of 
all his Subjects; That the 
Wealth and Peace of this 
Great City may continue to 
flouriſh and improve under 
his Reign; and that God 
would be pleaſed to beſtow 
upon it an Increaſe of Spiri- 
tual Good Things; that, our 
Religion being as far extended 
as our Trade, Great Britain's 
Jeruſalem may become a joy-. 
| ous City, even the Praiſe of 
the — Earth, is the hear. 
ty * of, 


Myr Lon, 


Nur Lord ſhip's moſt Obedient, and 
* Humble Servant, 


R. Bridges 
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Bad For who is able to judge i 
% ſo great Pecpl 2 
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" © OUS: 20, 6 [i rw al 
H ESE. Words contain the ; 
Requeſt King Solomon makes + 
to Almighty God, juſt after -" 
SES his entring upon his hig I} 
Office of governing his Kingdom; | and 7 
being taken together with the Context, | = 
do afford us a Piece of inſpired Hi- _— 
Rory, which may be worth our Atten- _ 
tion to and Remembrance, as it ſheys "1 
us the Behaviour of this mighty King Þ 
on this ſo rare and remarkable an Oc- — _ 
: calion.: ;';; ; 7 % „ 


* 


lh: N81 in 85 way c of 2 m lig on. 

verſe, offering and propoſ © Hit 

Choice to deſire, what he mould then ” 

beſtow, upon him. (Ask, fays God, 

v.. hat 1 ſhall give thee?) The Text is 

the Opening or Intimation of Solomor's. 

Deſire to the Divine Majeſty, and very 

fiely and properly is conceived by way 

of Prayer and humble Petition, that it 

1 would pleaſe God to beſtow upon him 

= that thing, which, in the Circumſtances 

ble 'was under, his above all things 

wanted, an under Fanding Heart ; that 

he might really behave himſelf as a 

King ought to do, and effectually an- 

twer thoſe great Ends for which he was 

Prov. vil. BY God (6 hom * ings Teigny 22252 
1 n the” . 


Tur RE Ute amongſt etch 
Ares on tlris Text, ſome Poubts about 
the Reaſons 'why God was Pleaſed to 
reveal himfelf thus to Solomon in the 
way of Dream or Viſion, which 1 rac 

f ut 


64 . 


but juſt, mention; . all ee. Tim. iii. 


being giwen by Inſpiration 0 o_ is pro- 
1 for MW FA 25 red] 


and Inſtruction in Righteouſue 75 it is 
our own faults, if FR o not derive 


that Benefit and Profit to ourſelyes | 
from thence: and in particular thoſe 


of high as well as low e have 


this Admonition, in the Text ſet forth 


to them, to learn Wiſdom and. Know- 
ledge betimes, and in the firſt place; 
and at the entrance upon any great and 
ſolemn Office or Buſineſs, to apply 
to God the Fund and Fountain of 


all Goodneſs, and who giveth to lle St, Jam. i. 


Men liberally, and upbraideth not, to 
ask of Him ſuch things as are pro- 
per, and in proper; manner, ever 


reflecting for their Imitation upon 


that adematable- Choice made hefe 
by chis devout King, whole renown 
Maxims of Wiſdom in the Books of 


Proverbs. and Eccleſiaſtes ſhew s bing 17 0 


the unerring Oracles of God teſtify, gt 
him, to have been a Perſon endow d 
with the greateſt Capacities of Mind 
and Fortune, that ever beay d the Scep- 
ter 0 Jſrael.. Cive therefore 1% Ser. 


% 


B 2 Vant, 


Tron, | 


/ 


__ want, ſays he, an underſtanding Heart 
10 judge thy People, that I may diſcern 
betwixt Good and Bad: Fur who is able. 

to judge this thy ſo great Fiap? 


* 


# 
+ *® 


O, as this Text is elſewhere related, 
2 Chron- + Give me now Wiſdom and Knowledge, 
that | 1 may £0 "out and come in before 
this People: For who can judge this 
thy People that is ſo great? 


Fox our more effectual ſpeaking 

PEP: to the Subject of this Text, I crave 

* your Attention to theſe four Points 
4 Eo. 

I. Tae peculiar Circumſtances Fo- 

lomon was in at the Time this Petition 
was offered up: Give me now Wiſaons 

II. Tmsz Subject- Matter of this his 
devour Prayer ro God: Grant there- 

fare thy Servant an underſtanding Heart. 


III. TE Ends for which he begs this 
great Bleſſing: To judge thy People, that 
I may diſcern betwixt Good and Bad. 
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IV. T x1s great King's humble Con- 


feſſion of his own: In ufficiency to diſ- 


harge this weighty Truſt aright, with- 


out God's. ſpecial: Aid and Direction: 


For who is able to judge this thy great 
People "is Sh 


: * 4 73 A 3 | is 4 
< . # : 1 3 F 
| .* - a * . * + f + - i 
I begin with the fitſt: 
5 Gp ; . a : „„ . 


J. TRE particular Circumſtances So- 


lomon was in when he makes this re- 


ligious Addreſs: And this we find 


in the Addreſs itſelf in the Words. 


foregoing. Jn Gibeon the. Lord appear- Kings ii... 
ed unta Solomon. in a Dream 5 Nigir, 


and Cod ſaid, Ast what J / all give 
thee; and Solomon: ſaid, Thou. haſt ſhew'd 
unto thy Servant Dawid my Father.great. 
Mercy, according. ast he. walked before, 


thee in Truth and in Righteouſneſs, and, 


in Uprighineſs f Heart/with thee, and 
thou haſt kept for him this great Kind- 
neſs, that thomehaſt given him à Son to 
fit on his Throne, as it is this day: And, 


made thy Servant King, inſtead of Da. 


2 


wid my Father, and I am bu a littk 
| BE | Tr. 
8 8 TT Child, 


4 
„ 


1 
* 
3 
2 * 


„ 
Child, I know not how to go out or come 
in, and thy Servant is in tlie midſt of 
- thy People which tho haſt choſen; a great 
People, that cannot be numbered or coun 
ted for Maltiruds: Ciwe therefore thy 


Servant an under ftanding Heart. 


HERE we have this King, ſoon at- 
ter the Death of his Father, look- 
ing back and reviewing the Reign 
of his Predeceſſor, and remarking 
that the Ornament and Support of 
his Crown, was the ſteady Obſervance 
of God's Laws, and the Reward of a 
long Reign and Lite annexed to ſuch 


an Obſervance. C F 


I IT\muſt needs rejoice-the Heart of 
Solomon to reflect upon the great Fame 
 -.__ of his Anceſtor, deſervedly loved and 
e.ſteemed by his People, and till liv- 
ing in their Memories, for his great 
Virtues and Exploits during his long 
and gentle Adminiſtration, But on the 
other hand, to make a Compariſon of 
"this and apply it to his own Caſe, to 
conſider wich himſelf, (as he does v. 7.) 
chat he was now made King in 15 a- 
FLIP TY ther's 


en) 


thers ſtead; his Father, I ſay, that * 
been eminent both in Peace and War, 
abroad and at home; that had gain d 
Experience through ſo many Trials and 
Adverſities, from his Shepherd's Staff 
till he came to the Crown; that had 
approv'd himſelf as an exemplary Sub- 
ject by his untainted Loyalty to King 
Saul, and as a merciful and wiſe Prince 
8 throughout the whole Courſe of his 
Reign; dreaded by his Enemies, and 
rever d by his Subjects even to the Ex- 
tremity of old Age: For Solomon now . 
of a ſudden to be David's Suc- 
ceſſor, to be 'raiſed:t to ſo exalted a Sta- 
tion, that had been lately filßd with a 
Pefſon of ſo great a Chandteriand:E- 
ſteem, muſt needs awaken his Concern, 
and raife in him all; the fearful Appre- 
| Horan ons of e e 16 9171 
5 ten H 231 

r we may very well ſappoſe 
were much increaſed, when he comes 
10. think upon the Time of. his Life, | 


(8) 


Ap now, O Lord my God, thou 
haft made thy Servant King inftead of | 
David my Father 5 and 7 am but 4 
little Child, comparatively we may 
ſuppoſe, as one that had liv'd but very 
few Years in the World, one that had 
been a Child in Government, who had 
juſt begun his Reign; and therefore, 
both in che Reaſon of the thing, as 
well. as in common Opinion, not or- 
dinarily ſuppos d fit to: undertake a Poſt 
of ſuch Danger and Difficulty, or to 
manage it immediately, and at firſt with 
ſuch Sufficiency as is required; J know 
not how, ſays Solomon, to go out or come 
in; a Phraſe by which the ſacred Wri- 
ters expreſs the publick Exerciſe of the 
Government, either in the Field, or in 
the Cabinet, when Royal Majeſty gives 
its Attendance, as the Neceſſity of pub- 
lick Affairs require. ae 


Nou to do this with a becoming 
Decency, Solomon here owns himſelf 
unfit, and that through a want of that 
Wiſdom and Knowledge, which are the 
uſual Effects of Age and Experience. 

; 5 THERE 


THERE is yet one” more Circum. 
ſtance which further aggravates his Con- 
bern ariſiug from the Thowght off that 
numerous People committed to his 
chgs and Ihn Servant is in the miu 
of hi People: which thow haſt: chf 
great People, abhich uo, bh mum 
o counted fin Multitude, cſt muſt b 
no little Diſeouragement to him to 
remember, that he had the peculiar 
Charge and Care of the People of If. 
rael, thoſe choſen ones, amongſt whom 
alone at that time God's holy Religion 
was planted and profeſs d. The Church 
and Civil Government kherefbore were 
together united under his Condue Fand 
Inſpection; an Affair of great Niberp 
and Perplexity to manage with exatt 


Diſeretion. ad to ihe juſt Content df 


both. The numerous People over 
whom he pfeſided, were prone to 
Changes and Rebellions, and therefore 
he had need of the moſt continued Vi- 
gilance and fitm Reſolution to keep 
them under due Order and Obedience 
to God: and the King, thoſe two diſtin- 
guilhing Marks and Bleſſings of a good 
Covernlment. C Dre 


„ 


Jam. 1. 17, 


on this 1 


Vor the whole then, ve may in 
ſhore obſexye, and lay together the ſe : 
mportant Occaſion; he vas juſt 
entred upon his Kingly Office, Suc- 
ceſſor 10 his Father, a Perſan of mighty 
Name and Neputation in Myusl. The 


8 


erciſe his Employment, were numerous 


and headſtrong, and the Time of his 
Age a Time of Youth, raſh and with» 
out Experience, and of itſelf natural 
ly unapt to govern or be E 
Perplex'd in his Mind with ſuch a 
Crowd of Thoughts, what can he do? 
To whom have fecourſe for Help ard 
great King and Governor of the World, 
the Ciuer of every good and perfect Gift. 
To him therefore, under an Awe and 
religious Senſe upon his Mind, he ſues 
for Relief and Refuge, and in an hum 5 
ble Confidence of God's All- ſufficiency, 
begs and deſites an underſtanding Heart; 


Wick was the Second thing I pro- 
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II. Tak. Matter of Solomon Requeſt 
Servant an, under ſtanding Hurt. 
bl Ded 10 1½% G ui ie 18; ileum... 
_ over again in the beginning of the ſe· 
cond Book of Chronicles ; and the Hi- 
ſtory is related with ſome ſmall Varia- 

tion, and inſtead of an under ſtanding 

Heart, Solomon requeſts of God Wiſdom 
and Muoroledge. But tho the Words 

are otherwiſe, yet the Senſe and Mean- 
ing is the ſame; Wiſdom and Know- 


dants of an underſtanding: Heart, ank 
in Conception only ſeparable. By botty 

we may well preſume, is to be under- 
ſtood a perſonal Capacity in Solomon 
to diſcharge his high Function; ſo that 


in deſiring this, was requeſted, that 


all the Faculties of the King's Soul- 
might be enlarg d and enlightned, his 
Underſtanding open d and influenced 


by divine Knowledge, and his Heart. | 


ready and prepard to execute thoſe 
Duties of his Calling, which from the 
Reaſon of Thi 
mn C23. Wwe 


ngs,. as well as from the 
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World's Expectation, were then more 
eſpecially incumbent on him: And this 
was certainly a Petition altogether wor- 
thy of the wiſeſt and beſt of Princes, 
equally fit for him to ask of God, and 


8. 


fit for God to grant. The Scripture very 


emphatically joins/theſe:two-raling Ffa- 


culties of e man; to ſuew us the 

Importanesiof; Fol mon s Prayer, as well 
as the Benefit und Happineſs, of having 
them united; for to be Maſter of the 


moſt ehlarg d Faculties, ro have the 
greateſt Reach and deepeſt Inſight into 


divine or human Affairs, and to want a 


| Heart to execute and apply, to perform 
and put in practice the Dictates of the 
Mind, is but a ſort of dim twinkling 
Light, of no uſe to the Owners there- 
of, or profitable to Mankind. On the 

other hand, when the Underſtanding, 
that is indeed the laſt Reſort, and ought 
to be the: ſupreme Power in Man; 
there that is deficient; where it is over- 


ſpread wich Ignorance and Error, and 
uſty foni want of. Uſe and Improve- 


ment ondafken d and eclips d with Luſt 
and Paſſion, how does this ſink and 
degrade Mam the noble Part of God's 


Creation] Man- that is madt little lower 


C than 


1 K „ 
tan ahr Angels brings him down; and 
levels him with the Beaſts that periſh. 5 
But I need not by a Compariſon any 
longer? inſiſt on this! Matter, ſince an 
derſtanding Heart is its oum Evi. 
dence, it ſhines of itſelf, and wants no 


Arguments t to recommend 3 it. 5 


55 Wk I 1 mall fithef femiark 1 08 
the Subjec t of | Solomon's Deſire; all 


be ro inſtruct outſelves from hence, al- 
ways to approath the Majeſty" of God 
40 4 ſuifable manner, and with. due 
Preparation of Heart and Mind. Thar 
the Matter of our Addreſſes be ſuch, a8 
Wl aide the Teſt of 16905 and bac 
tial ere 10t to 

moſt high God, 
and Petitions, which, if duly confi der d, 

we ſhquld;.be aſham d, to offęr to cl 
great Nam moral rince e 


4741 51; qc - 1 7) | 


1 8 thoſe. therefore who lay rear 
ſtreſs upon an E tempore Way of Pray- 
ing, in oh 7 own Fancies and Ef. 
fuſions. 8 aA we ate, Es Cad is in 
Heaven, and we upon Earth : for the 


22 85 . 19 5 we "War 1 ok the 


ppoſe that tile 
will regard thoſe Prayers e 


10 , 4, 1 he 


7 Ct 14) 
. the fame reaſon ſhould L 
2 | too be Proper + and Premeditated.. 


Bur the Matter of Solomon's. Kult e to 
God is not all; for, in the thi rie 
we are futther to remark, * 


Pg 


III. The Ends for which this extraor- 

dinary. Bleſſing is deſired ang ſued for. 

- Gite now thy Servant 2 ander 1 5 M 
| Heart, (ſays Solomon) to judge thy Peop 

that I may diſcern herwixt Good and. Bad. 


To judge thy People. This ſcenis to 
relate to thoſe judicial Proceedings as. 
were ſettled and eſtabliſh'd amon the 

1 Tſraelites, according to Moſes $s'Placform, 

A Advice of his Father- in- law Je. 

ll 3 10%, "the o, when the ſmall Matters or ordi- 

7 Caſes were refer d to inferior 
8 


es, or to themſelves; but the grea- 


| ter Cauſes were brought before Moſes 
+ himſelf. To be. ſure this judging of. 
Ut: 7» | he;People, amongſt other things,” im- 
ported the Power of Life and Death, a 
capital Matter reſerv d to the ſupreme 
Magiſtrate in moſt Nations in the 
World, and in particular, is by St. Paul 

annex d to his Office, by his declaring, 

A ili, that he bears not the Sword i in vain, 3 


5 


4 


5 7 1 ; * 7 . . 
; 6 Fo x F , | ” 


for. a yery great. and uſeful End, being. 


the Miniſter of. Ged, a. Revenger to ex- 
ecute Wrath upon him that doeth evil. 


" WazKEroRE very juſtly does Su- 
| lomon beg of God an underſtanding 
Heart to diſcharge this great Truſt a- 


flight, to be able to have before his Eyes 
the Bleſſings which redound to Society 


from an impartial Exerciſe of Juſtice; to 


have that proper Inſight into Things 


and Perſons, as by a right Diſcern- 


ment to know when to pardon, and 


when to cut off; that his Mercy and 
Severity ſhould be ſo equally pois d 


and temper d, that the one ſhould ne- 
ver degenerate into Cruelty, nor the 


other occaſion a licentious Contempt 
of Law and Government. 


Bur fur ther, another End propos d : 


in this Petition, is, That he might diſ- 


cern betwixt Good and Bad: Whether 


he means by this a political Sagacity, 
a Sagacity or looking into Matters with 
regard to his own Kingdom, and to 
the Nations ſurrounding im 5 Or whe- 
ther he meant the Choice of fit Perſons 


to ſerve under him, to ſupply the ſeveral 
Exigencies of Church and State with 1 
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ing Heart be more neceſlary, than when 
ſuch Matters come to be decided. God 
has by the Order of Creation, and the un: 
alterable Reaſon of Things, evetlaſting- 
ly fix'd the Bounds of Good and Evil. 
The eſſential Difference between them 
is ſo wide, and in all the important 


FY 


tO have ſome | great P erſon, a Solomon 
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endued from above with an enlar d 1 
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IV. T HE fourth and laſt Obſervable 
from this Text, was, the humble and 


ingenuousConfeſſion of this great King 


ot his own Inſufficiency to diſcharge this 
weighty Truſt, without God's ſpecial Aid 


and Direction, implied in thefe Words; 


For who is able to judge this thy ſo great 


out the Help of God, and the Con- 


currence of his Grace, is ſufficient for 
theſe Things? Who can wield the Scep- 
ter of Judah? Who can ſupport the 
Weight and Splendor, the Cares and 
Troubles of a Crown; without his ſpe- 
cial Aid to direct and govern, who en- 
livens, actuates, and governs the whole 
World, and all things in it; who put- 


 teth down and ſetteth up, who reftraineth 


tht Spirit of Princes, and is wonderful 
among the Kings of the Earth? Who 


then, withour having God for his Guide 


and Refuge, will venture to take the 
Reins of Government into his hands? 
Nay, who without his Grace or Bleſſing 


can ever hope to behave aright, and ma- 

nage with Prudence or Succeſs ? Who is 

ir that will not be. affrighred with the 
Noiſe, Number and Unrulinefs of the 


People 4 


People? unleſs God is on his fide; Who, 
when the Heathen rage, and the Kingdoms 
are mou d, can command them to be 
ſtill, and know that he is God ? He will 
be exalted among the Heathen, He will be 
exalted in the Earth. The moſt wiſe 
: C — | 
and mighty Princes will find upon trial, 
that there is no Power, or Council, or 
Wiſdom againſt the Lord? Unayoida- 
ble Difficulries both from within and 
without, are always preſſing upon them, 
both at their Entrance upon, as well as 
the Execution of their Offices. Difh- 
culties which the Councils of the moſt 
mighty and vigilant Stateſmen, can 
neither penetrate into nor prevent; nor 
the Numbers or Strength of their For- 
ces can either repel or withſtand: unleſs 
the Cod of Salvation helpeth, vain is 
the Help of Man; except the Lord build 
the Houſe, they labour in vain that pla evil. 
| build it; except the Lord keep the” © 
City, the Watchman waketh but in vain. 
No. one therefore of himſelf is able to 
manage in the nice Affairs of Govern- 
ment as he ought, without applying 
for Help and Direction, to him who is 
mighty to ſave, and whoſe Power, as pra, cal. i 
well as Cnderſtanding, is infinite... 
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Sr. Paul, in the diſcharge of his 
miniſterial Function, puts this Que- 
15. ſtion, Who is ſufficient for theſe things ? 
And wiſely determines in another 
place, that in the ordinary way of Stu- 
i. . dying and Meditation, we are not ſuffi- 
cient of ourſelves to think any thing as 
of ourjelyes, tut our Sufficiency is of Cod 
And indeed well and properly is this 
Doctrine of Man's Weaknels, and God's 
All-ſufficiency, adapted to every State 
and Condition; ſince the Fear of God, 
and a Senle of his Providence going 
along with, and aiding our Endea- 
yours in all the Stages of Life, is the 
ſure Fund and Comfort of a good 
Man's Hopes in his temporal as welk 
as ſpiritual Concerns;. and God's Go- 
vernment of the World, is the only 
ſure and unmoveable Foundation for 
the ſettled Peace, Happineſs, and Pro- 
perity of States and Kingdoms. - 


I Is ſhort, God, 10 es by his Judgments, 
or his Mercies, often interpoſe in human 
Affairs, to teirity wicked Rulers into a 
Senſe of Religion, which is ſo often out 
of their Thoughts, and for the Relief and 
Comfort of righteous Kings and Princes, 
| oi „ no 


2 . en 
who mind tlie one thing needful, the 

Care of their on and their Subjects 
Souls, tie Care of God's Church and 
his true Religion, who look upon thatto 
be the Glory, Guard, and Security of the 

Throne, and Kingdom, as well as their 
Trade, their mighty. Fleets and Armies. 
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_ In ſhort, the Reſolution! of 'Solomon's 


Geffen in the Text” WIGS is SIT" 


F 


meddle in the important Affairs of Go. 
vernment? is founded on a” Suppoſi- 


3 Aa 18 on 1 1 7 17 
tion, as well as Belief of Gods Over. 
ruling Power and Providence over 


1 ; 


every one. 
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Emergencies muſt bleſs, guide, ſupport, 
and be with us; ſince our own Expe- 
rience will verify and teach us this 
Leſſon, That the way of Man is not 


in himſelf ; That it is not in him that Jer. x. 3. 


_ walketh to direct his Steps. Nay, the 
udgment of Solomon himſelf, in his 
After-Thoughts; in the Book of Ecele. 
fiaſtes, upon the Uncertainty of all chings 
under the: Sun, is continually verify d. 
and made good, both in Families, Cities, 


States, and Kingdoms; that the Race is kcelei 


not to the Swift, nor the HBattel to the 


Kaim, 


blications 


Ecceſ. xii. 


Strong, nor Bread to the Wiſe, nor yet 
Firbour to Men of Skill, nor yet Riches 
to Mien of Under ſtanding; but Time. and 
Chunce' happeneth to them all. So that 
conſidering the Accidents and Occur-- 
rences which happen to private Men, 
and the Variety and Multitude of Events 
which befall the Publick, the ſafeſt and 
wiſeſt way for Man, both at the begin- 
ning and ending of all Buſineſs, is ne- 
ver to be deficient in this uſeful Point, 
the having the Fear of God always 
before him: For this is the Sum and 
Concluſion of all the wiſe Obſervations 
Solomon made both of himſelt and 
others, That to fear Cod and to keep 
his Commandments, was the whole Duty 
of Man; and I may add, the whole In- 
tereſt and Happineſs roo of ſingle Per- 
ſons, and thoſe of a more exalted Sta- 
tion and Character. ONE pf 


I ſhall, from what has been ſaid, 
make one Reflection for our religious 
Ulſe and Improvement; which is, that 
from hence we ought to be inſtructed, 
to make the Glory of God, and the 
Good of Man, the great End and Ob- 
Jet of all our Wiſhes and Deſires: 

wo, For 
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For to deſire Riches; either to hoatd 
them up, or to miſemploy them, co 
be aiming always at tſie firſt Poſt of 

Honour and Preferment entirely for 
our oun ſakes, for Show and Superio- 
rity; to aſpire after the greateſt Parts 
or Power, either to do no good with 
them in our Lives, or, which is ſtill 
worfe, to turn them to the Diſſervice 
of God and Religion, or to the 
Ruin of our. Fellow-Subje&ts, to the 
Detriment and Diſturbance of our 
Country's Peace, or the Overthrow of 
its Civil Rights and Liberties: This, 
as it is too often an Effect of coriupt 
Nature, ſo it ſufficiently demonſtrates 
the Folly, and uſually in the Event 
proves the Deſtruction of the Owners, 
and Abuſers of ſuch Truſts and Ta- 
Solon, we find, takes a better Me- 
thod. The true Spring of his Deſires 
is Wiſdom and Knowledge, or an un- 
derſtanding Heart, and that in order 
to do the greateſt Good to the Public. 
As the Reaſon of his Requeſt was fub- _ 
ſtantial and well grounded, ſo we may 
remark, that His Choice was juſtity . 


after- 


a. 


And I hameè alſo gi þ 

thou haſ# not 'asked; both Riches and 

Honour ; ſo that there ſhall not be any 

brag, apes Fegg thee in all 
ays 


did walk, then T will 
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afterward by the Event; for thus we 


read in the Verſes following the Text: 
An the Speech pleaſed the Lord that 
Solomon hall asked this Thing; and Cod 
ſaid unio him, Becauſe' thou haſt asked 
this Thing, and haſt not asked for thy 


ft elf long Life, neither baſt aske, Riches 


for thy ſelf, nor haſt asked the Life of 
thin Enemies; but haſt asked for thy 
elf Underſtanding to diſcern fudg- 


ment: Behold I have done according 
rothy Words: © Lo l have given thee 


there was none {ike thee before thee, neither 
after ſhall wy ariſe like unto thee : 
n thte that which 


thy Days. And if thou wilt walk in 


my Ways, and keep my Statutes and 


Commandments, as thy Father David 
len 


then thy Days. 


3 1 N 1 . 
| Fa 3 . 44% 1 


4 


11. 


Par- 


ticulats of the Text; but on the men- 
tion of King Solomoms entring upon 
his High Office, the Subject naturally 
leads to that great Event lately fallen 
"1018 Out 
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out by the ſudden Dea 


| Gracious and Renowned Sovereign. 


theſe 


- 


- 1 


rance, that eyery thing will be repaired 


moſt comfor table and well grou Ic ed Aſſu-, 


th of our late Eyer- 
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IL LOLS that might have. proved to 
ations in particular, had we not the 


and made up to us 0 e Advancement of. 


his Royal Son, and Succeſſot to the Thrane 
of theſe Realms. Who that is a Mini 


and Herald of God's Word, can help. 


e 0% , Plats e 
ſembly, that another Excellent Majeſty 


* 
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GEORGE, is now entted upon his Os. oh ID 


Governing the People of this Land 2 .4 


People char have been, for many ! 9 
Fellow-Subjects, and faithful Witnel 
that ſhining Pattern of Submiſſion and Obe- 
dience; of that exemplary Dury by hi a: 
ways paid to his Father and their King, do 
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no with one Voice and Conſent of Tongue 
and Heart break forth into Joy at his beco- 
ming now their Royal Sovereign, their King, 
and Father too. Together with Oaths and 
Renunciations, by which they willingly a- 


3 
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Vow their Fealty and Allegiance, they bring : 


ſt . 
de- 


«bis 
es of 


* 
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their Hearts as a, Free- Will Offering, the 


trueſt Teſt and Mark of cheir firm, united, 
e een, 
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. , 
and determined Obedience, | ever | due to 
his Royal Perſon and Government. 


” 8 3 
* 

4 5 ＋ 

1 ” * Pp 


 Taey conclude, by that unfeigned, that 
undiſſembled Piety, he has always ſhow'd 
rowards God, and that voluntary Choice 
of rhe Communion of our Church, which 
is ſo truly Primitive, as well as truly Pro- 
reſtant, they well conclude how near a Place 
our publickly Profeſsd Religion has in his 
Royal Heart, and rejoyce evermore in 
Hope that he is raiſed up by God, (what- 
ever the Profaners of Prophecy may. ima- 
gine) to be a true nurſing Father of our 


IGiak ali. hurc h, as the Queen is its true 7 nurſing 
Mother; training and nurturing. up by 


their own Words and good Example in the 


: Fear of God, and the Ways of our Holy, | 
out Rightly=Refornid Religion, the Nu- 


merous, Hopetul, and Princely Offspring 
deſcended from them thoſe faithful | 
Pledges, in the Hands and Secrer of Provi- 
dence, of a long Train of Happineſs in 


reſerye to theſe Iſlands. 
ee e 


Ax p what more ſure Opinion of his pre- 
ſent Majeſty's Wiſdom and Knowledge, and 
of ee ag hy. Heart, can theſe King- 

doms form, than fr 


om that early and im- 
; mediate 
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| mediate Declaration on his Father's De- 
miſe, on behalf of our Religion, Laws, and 
Liberties ; and chat the happy Conſtitution 
in Church and State ſhould be his firſt 
ahid- ef C? “ 


AGREEABLE to which, we may reaſona- 
bly preſume, that he will in proper Man- 
ner, Times and Occaſions, ſhow himſelf in 
Publick; or, as Solomon did before the [ſ- 
raelites, go out and come in before the nu- 
merous and great People of this Land: Be- 
have himſelf with all that Majeſty, Good- 
niels, and Clemency, as beſpeaks a Chriſtian 

King, adorn'd with every great and com- 
mendable Quality and Diſpoſition. That 
he will act with that true Concern and Re- 
gard to this Nation's Eaſe and Welfare, as 
it is his deareſt Intereſt, Patrimony and In- 
 heritance. That he will, with that Integri- 
ty, Righteouſneſs and Uprightneſs of Heart, 
like Solomon, caule Juſtice and Equity to 
be rightly and impartially Adminiſtred e- 
very where; ſeparating the Precious from 

the Vile-: Diſcern betwixt - Good and 

Bad: Be a Friend to, as he is a Lover of 
Merit, Learning, and Virtue ; and diſcoun- 
tenance Vice, Immorality, Profaneneſs, 
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Chrilt to the Scandal and 
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our common Chriſtianity. | 


Tnar his Eyes will be upon the Faithful 


in the Land, that they may drvell with bim, 
and be bis Jem e 


1 


. Molin ;F!!! 7,” 
* THAT e will put on Righteouſneſs as a 
0 
God's ee, and Trath mey be his 


Or 2 5 


Ihieldd and Buckler. 


Ix a word, that God's good Providence, 
in whoſe Hand and Rule are the Hearts of 
all Kings and Governours, may Conduct 
and Bleſs all his Wiſe Counſels and Endea- 
yours for this Nation's Good, its Wealth, 
Peace and Godlineſs, That the fame All- 
wile God, who has endowed him with an 

_ Underſtanding Heart, may Support and 
Proſper his Perſon in his high Station and 

Employment, may Detend and Keep him 


* 
& x 


Safe againſt every Attempt that may be 
8 nett | ' :. 
Thar he may continue to be, as he really 
is, Lord of the Affections of a Brave, Free, 


and 


gainſt his Cron and Royal Houſe. 


———— OS — 


and Religious People: and that his Admi- 
niſtration may be Eaſy, his Days Many, and 
his Reign Peaceful and Glorious ; let us 
apply to the Throne of Grace, and to the 
King of Kings, in the Words of our 


Church's Collect on this ß 
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O Cod, the Protector of all that Truſt in you 
Thee, without whom nothing is Strong, no- ii - 
| 1 is Holy ; Encreaſe and Multiply upwooon 
us thy Mercies, that thou being our Ruler 
and Guide, we may ſo paſs thro things 
Temporal, that we Fall ge not the Things 
Eternal. Grant this, O heavenly Father, © 
for Feſus Chriſt's ſake, our Lord. To Him, 
with the Father and Holy Ghoſt, Three Per- „ 
ſons and One Cod, be aſcribed, as is moſt 
dut, all Honour, Power, Might, Majeſty, 


and Dominion, now and ever. Amen. 


"$4 
> 5+ 
„ PS +. 


i = — 

— 8 

r * x 
S * 

K E 


* 
Wn; > 7, 


: 


„ 


* 


* 


* 


3 


> 
% > 


24 


£ 7 


uf 


— 


* 


9 
v 


k a 
E 

8 

* 12 . 5 z 


3 
= 


